This essay presents the figure of Conrad Salzwedel, the bishop of Kamień Pomorski (1233-1241). The first objective is to describe briefly his origins and career history. After illustrating this general information relating to his personal life and his activity as a clergyman, the second part of this paper focuses on major documents and donations. The aim here is to portray Conrad III as a generous founder. Another essential point is to study his diplomatic relations with the Griffins, a dynasty from the Duchy of Pomerania. One of the points of this article is to outline the many conflicts Conrad Salzwedel had with other bishops. This is a complex problem which requires more consideration than is presented herein. The last part of this text examines the chief purposes of the agreement of 1240 between the bishop of Kamień Pomorski and the Pomeranian duke Barnim I.
Conrad III Salzwedel was born in the North March into a noble family which belonged to the free knighthood. His exact birth date is unknown, although scholars believe it was between 1170 and 1180.
After the margrave of Brandenburg, Albert the Bear, began his reign of the North March, the knighthoods were forced to become dependent on his authority. 2 The Salzwedel family had been widely known since 1145. Additionally, some studies claim that members of this noble family had their own castle, and they served in offices of aldermen, but they remained vassal knights of Albert the Bear. Furthermore, a great number of them relocated to the Slavic borderland and established new counties. 3 According to Gerard Labuda , Salzwedel referred to an old settlement complex where margraves from the Stade line removed their residence in 1057. 4 Labuda also mentions that the name Saltwidele appears in about 1112 and that their territory had been settled by Germans as well as Slavs. 5 Edward. Rymar's theory assumes there was a relationship in the second degree between Conrad III and Conrad I, the bishop of Kamień Pomorski from the twelfth century. It is worth noting that The issue of his reign on the land of the North March is described in J. Hauziński, 'Cesarstwo Staufów a państwo zachodniopomorskie, ' Rocznik Słupski 1986 -1987 To comprehend the policy of bishop Conrad III it is crucial to analyse the beginnings of his career. According to sources, Conrad Salzwedel was initially a canon in Magdeburg between 1206 and 1233. Meanwhile, he was promoted as a cantor in the Magdeburg chapter.
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The bishop of Kamień Pomorski is also mentioned in some of archbishop Albert's documents from 1225 to 1231.
11 He also appears in the documents of archbishop Albert's half-brother, Wilbrand, who was the archbishop of Magdeburg.
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Nonetheless, the most significant issue is to identify the exact time when Conrad III assumed the position of bishop. This is essential to be able to describe his political activity, his actions as a spiritual leader, and, Słupia, Eldena, and Grobia. He also made a foundation of the archdeaconry near the collegiate church in Ostrowo.
In 1233 Conrad III confirmed tithe rights for the Michaelstein convent. The lands granted were located in the western borderland of the diocese of Kamień Pomorski. Rosin, which is mentioned in the document, previously belonged to Nicholas and Henry from Rostock. 16 In 1235 bishop Conrad III confirmed another tithe, this time for the Cistercian Order from Doberan which was situated in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania in Germany. Cistercians received villages such as Big Rakowo, Little Rakowo, and Przytyczna. 17 Among the witnesses to this donation were duke Wartislaw III, 18 Jakeze (Jaxa), the pantler (Latin dapifer) Jacob, 19 Wargine, 20 Stuzlaws, 21 Paul, 22 Pribislav, 23 and Albert. 27 On 12 November 1237 Cistercians from Stolpe received the right of the patronage over the church in Szczytno. Conrad made this donation in remembrance of his brother Jaxa. 28 The list of main witnesses includes representatives of many knightly families, such as the Behrs, the Berghes, and the Plesses, which became the future vassals of counts from Gützkow. 29 Conrad III made the next donation on 14 February 1239 to the Cistercian convent in Dargun. 30 In 1241 the bishop of Kamień Pomorski affirmed the ownership of four villages located near Gryfice and confirmed the tithe for the Cistercians from Eldena (Mecklenburg-West Pomerania). In the same year they received the tithe 25 Dargun was located in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania in Germany. of the village Dersekow. 31 The last foundation was made on 8 March 1241 for the convent in Grobia.
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As was shown above, bishop Conrad was principally generous to the Cistercian Order. Presumably, this was a deliberate action, and, obviously, it was one of his goals to involve this convent in some economic affairs.
The another key point of this research is to explore in greater detail the political relationship between Conrad and the members of the Griffin family. Therefore, it is significant to examine further the political relations among margraves of Brandenburg (John I and Otto III) and dukes of Pomerania (Barnim I and Warcislaw III).
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Conrad III owed his position to the margraves because his family had been connected with Brandenburg for years. By the time he became the bishop of Kamień Pomorski, he is mentioned in many of margrave Albert II's documents. 34 Undoubtedly, Conrad Salzwedel did not become a bishop accidentally. Additionally, Judith, the daughter of duke Mieszko III the Old, was the wife of Bernard III, who was a son of Albert the Bear. 35 Then, duke Mieszko III had a daughter, Anastasia, from his second marriage, who was duke Barnim I's grandmother. The subsequent generations of the Griffin family as well as the Brandenburg generations of margraves had a common grandfather-duke Mieszko III. This fact possibly had a crucial impact in the future which led to the election of bishop Conrad. 36 It is equally meaningful to study the fundamental reasons underlying the cooperation between Conrad III and the Pomeranian 31 PU, I, no. 383. This document mentions villages such as Darsim (Ludwigsburg), Gubisteuitz (Gubistiwitz), and Guisdow (Gwizdoy) in the Ostrożeńska lands (see PU, I, no. 384). The Cistercian monastery in Eldena was in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, and Gryfice was in north-western Poland. 32 PU, I, no. 387. Bishop Conrad III confirmed the tithe that was granted to the Norbertines from Grobia (near Usedom) by previous bishops of Pomerania (starting with the first bishop of Pomerania-Adalbert). This document mentions many villages such as Munuchowe, Secherina, Spacheviz, Sosnice, Dambagora, Rochowe, Gizin, Lipegora, Dolpowe, Clossowe, Bubaliz, Solathkewiz, Corene, Ribeniz, Rruene, Suelebe, Poplote, and Lochou. 33 Otto III (1220-1267) and John I (1220-1266).
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Margrave Albert II (reign 1205-1220) was the father of John I and Otto III. 35 Mieszko III was a duke of Greater Poland from the Piast dynasty, and Bernard III was a count of Anhalt and a duke of Saxony in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 60 . Rymar claims that bishop Gernand of Brandenburg was trying to gain control of the lands of Teltow, Barnim (Brandenburg, Germany), and Wkrzańska (the region of Templin and Prenzlau in Germany). However, the margraves of Brandenburg refused him access to these lands. However, in 1237 they accepted tithe from them. Thereby, the margraves revoked the jurisdiction of bishop Conrad III on the territory of Wkrzańska. The reason for their decision is unknown. Rymar states that duke Barnim's second stay in Spandau (in Germany) in 1236 was related to this situation. Moreover, the bishop of Lebus (Brandenburg, Germany) complained to bishop Gernand of Brandenburg about the Lebus-Barnim borderland Conrad III lodged claims against Brunwart and Fulko to the Roman curia. He accused them of attempting to interfere in issues pertaining to his territory. According to Conrad, archbishop Fulko wanted to expropriate the land of Słupsk (in northern Poland) and subordinate this territory to Gniezno. The whole situation was interesting, and it absorbed the Pope's attention. 40 Bishop Conrad III saw how to make use of this situation. Direct subordination to the pope was measurably more convenient than to the archbishopric of Gniezno. Apparently, bishop Conrad III was conscious of this fact, and he saw the profit that he could gain and the significant opportunity for the rapid expansion of the bishopric of Kamień Pomorski.
Marek Smoliński contends that a falsified document of 26 December 1237 terminated the dispute between Fulko and Conrad III. According to this academic, it was possible because duke Świętopełk gave Fulko villages such as Kruszewo, Mochle, and Orle. Some scholars claim that this arrangement was testimony to the building of an ecclesiastical jurisdiction and the reign of duke Świętopełk on the lands of Słupsk and Sławno, whereas others assert that this arrangement is evidence of an attempt to resolve misunderstandings between Fulko and Conrad III. Smoliński asserts that duke Świętopełk brokered a peace and all the Gniezno claims were dropped. of Lebus for usurping territories of the Kamień Pomorski diocese. This complaint was mentioned in the bulla of 12 March 1240. During these conflicts, the Kamień Pomorski diocese lost the de Odera land that was probably the land of Kienitz (north-western Poland). According to some scholars, the argument between bishop Conrad III and the archbishop of Gniezno could have lasted until 1237. The main reason for this opinion is the fact that the papal bull from that year does not mention anything about this conflict. 42 Officially, this political strife terminated in 1246 with an agreement: Kamień Pomorski obtained the Kienitz land, while Lebus obtained the Kostrzyn land. 43 The problem of the administrative affiliation of the Kostrzyn and Kienitz lands was one of the most complicated matters. In 1235 bishop Henry of Lebus gave the Templars 200 acres by the Rurzyca River in north-western Poland (Cedyński castle). 44 The bishop emphasized that if the lands were settled, rent would have to be paid to the church in Lebus. The main cause of this conflict stemmed from the fact that bishop Henry had confirmed the lands of duke Henry the Bearded as well as those founded by duke Barnim I. Consequently, bishop Henry had disposed of lands belonging to the diocese of Kamień Pomorski. This issue provoked Conrad III's outrage and initiated a period of counterclaims.
J. Spors, 'Przynależność administracyjna ziem…,' pp. 9-12. According to Spors, the primary political and administrative affiliation of the land of Kienitz was unknown. In 1234 duke Henry the Bearded obtained the land of Kienitz. The affiliation of the land of Kienitz to the castellany of Lebus during the reigns of Silesian dukes was an obvious fact, while the period of the affiliation with Western Pomerania was quite arguable. The scholar assumes that it could have belonged to the castellany centre in Pyrzyce (north-western Poland). A similar situation was connected with the land of Kienitz. In 1218 duke Władysław III Spindleshanks (duke of Greater Poland in 1202-1229) acquired the castle town of Lebus with the whole castellany, but he lost these lands in 1225. Duke Henry the Bearded tried to regain his lost lands in 1225-1229. He attempted to get the eastern part of the castellany that belonged to duke Władysław III Spindleshanks. However, the land of Kostrzyn was probably under the reign of Władysław Odonic (duke of Greater Poland in 1229-1234). In 1234 the land of Kostrzyn was included with the western part of Greater Poland to Silesia, which lasted until 1250 (see also E. Rymar, Klucz do ziem…, pp. 54-55). Rymar claims that the northern borderlands of the land of Lebus with the land of Kostrzyn had been under the rule of duke Władysław Odonic since 1225. He asserts that in 1232 duke Odonic gave the Knights Templar 1,000 acres The episodes mentioned above could provide an explanation for why bishop Conrad attempted to gain some recognition from duke Barnim I. The agreement they made in 1240 was advantageous for both sides;
46 the bishop of Kamień Pomorski gave the duke of the Western Pomerania a fief-rente. Duke Barnim obtained a tithe to 1,800 acres, whereas he granted Conrad III the district of Stargard with all appurtenances 'cum omnibus suis pertinenciis.' 47 This area was located near Płonia River that flows into Lake Dąbie (in north-western Poland). Barnim was obliged to pay 26 marks annually (16 marks from Szczecin and 10 marks from Usedom). The bishop charged money from mints every year on 11 November, Saint Martin's Day. Furthermore, he obtained the right to mint coins and the right to collect duties and taxes from Cedynia, Penkun, and Prenzlau. 48 According to Jan M. Piskorski, the foundations of towns in the Duchy of Pomerania appeared at the same time as the reconstructions of villages. The purpose of this arrangement was to regulate some of the disputed issues that were connected with settlement. A document from 1240 regulates arguable questions associated with the tithe from many territories such as Prenzlau, Cedynia, Pyrzyce, Szczecin, and Penkun lands. 50 The settlement of the Wkrzańska land was the most advanced. 51 The arrangement from 1240 described peripheral settlements known as 'wiki' that were typical of Slavic settlement.
There is a presumption that the dominant reason behind Barnim's foundation was connected with financial aspects. The Kamień Pomorski bishop's primary aim was to build positive relations with duke Barnim I. As a result of this agreement, Conrad III Salzwedel received great benefits, and he was the actual winner in this contract. The Stargard land had a convenient, strategic location. As can be seen, the contemporaneous political situation in the Pomeranian Duchy as well as the historical situation had an immense influence on Barnim's decision. The Ascanians gained new tributary, and it was surely helpful in achieving influence over the lands of Barnim I. Duke Wartislaw III had to submit to the overlordship of the margraves of Brandenburg, and he had to ceded the lands of Stargard, Wustrow, and Beseritz to them. This agreement was especially unprofitable for the duke Barnim. If duke Wartislaw III were to die childless, his lands would pass to Brandenburg. In this case, the whole of the Demmin land (Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, in Germany) would become the property of margrave John I and Otto III. This episode probably had colossal influence on the future decisions of duke Barnim. Perhaps, because rights to succession in the Köpenick Duchy. 55 According to Stróżyk, because of this the Salzwedel family gained the castellany of Gützkow under feudal law. Jaxa's lack of any descendants meant that the Salzwedel family obtained all rights to the preceptory of Tempelhof. What is more, Stróżyk highlights the connections among Jaxa, the alderman from Salzwedel, and the descendant of Frederick Salzwedel with duchess Dobrosława, who was a sister of a Pomeranian duke. 56 Rymar claims that there was a probability that bishop Conrad I and his brother John were descended from the Salzwedel family. 57 The scholar believes that bishop Conrad I was a brother of Jaxa from Köpenick, who is mentioned in the documents of bishop Conrad III. Additionally, the scholar also emphasizes the similarity between names. Jaxa had a son born in 1218-1220 whose name was John, whereas bishop Conrad I had a son with the same name. 58 This could lead to the conclusion that the Knights Templar were some kind of liaison between the bishop of Kamień Pomorski, his family, and duke Barnim I. In 1233 Conrad Salzwedel became a bishop and just a year later duke Barnim I started his foundations for the Templars. Three donations for this order were made in the 1230s. Conrad III was a bishop until 1241, while Jaxa died in 1237. After this time, Barnim I made only one foundation in 1244 for the Knights Templar. It was his last document for this order.
After Conrad III's death in 1241 there was a casual vacancy in the bishopric of Kamień Pomorski. 59 In 1244 in Lyon the pope in a bulla instructed Conrad the bishop of Meissen to engage the problem of the election of the subsequent bishop, Wilhelm.' He appears on 22 February 1246 as a bishop elect and a witness to Barnim's document for the Cistercian Order in Dargun. On 13 January 1247 Wilhelm is mentioned as the next bishop of Kamień Pomorski. 60 This essay shows that bishop Conrad III administrated in the period of conflict between the archbishoprics of Magdeburg and Gniezno. Conrad III had to choose the side of Magdeburg because of his relations with the margraves. The complaint that he made against 55 archbishop Fulko to Pope Gregory IX could be a sign of his submission. The time of his reign was also linked with a period of Germanization in the duchy of duke Barnim I. Additionally, it is fairly plausible that the ancestry of Conrad Salzwedel had also some influence on bringing the Knights Templar to the lands of Western Pomerania in the thirteenth century.
The most significant achievement of the bishop was the agreement of 1240 that provided the Stargard land. Bishop Conrad III was conscious of how to take advantage of the contemporaneous political situation in the lands of duke Barnim I, who had numerous arguments and conflicts that required immense financial contributions. Not long after when Wilhelm I became the next bishop of Kamień Pomorski, the agreement from 1240 led Barnim I to contribute another donation for the local church in 1248. This treaty provided the eastern part of the land of Kołobrzeg (located in West Pomerania in Poland) to the bishopric of Kamień Pomorski. 61 Bishop Conrad III obtained the rights to the Stargard land that had a crucial strategic location. 
